Advanced / AP Ceramics

Syllabus

	Overview of Visual Arts Curriculum

	Our Art Department consists of 12 different courses ranging from a general Studio Art Class to AP Art classes.  They are: Studio A/B, Drawing, Design, Painting, Ceramics, Creative Metals, Fashion & Fibers, Computer Art, Visual Story Telling, Advanced Art, Advanced Ceramics, AP Art and AP Ceramics.  Students are required (unless excused by an art teacher) to take Studio A & B before continuing their art education.

These classes meet Monday through Friday for 44 minutes each day, 180 days a school year and are broken into ½ credit classes per semester.  The students taking art classes are recommended by the teacher to use outside class time to help adjust to the short amount of class time in a day.  

Our program is very “hands on” emphasizing the understanding that art making is an ongoing process that involves the student in informed and critical decision making.  We do this by developing skills in a wide range of medium, encouraging critical thinking and problem solving.


	AP Studio Art 3-D Design: Portfolio Requirements

	Students are required to complete three aspects of portfolio development: Breadth, Concentration and Quality.  Students should have 18-24 pieces completed by the end of the school year.  

BREADTH SECTION
During this section, students will create 8 works/2 slides of each /16 slides total consisting of a variety of concepts and approaches using clay.  The students should be demonstrating a range of abilities with different techniques and problem solving skills.

Juniors: The year before students take the AP Ceramics class, they take Advanced Ceramics.  Most students in this class in their junior year and plan to take AP Ceramics the following year.  The advanced class focuses on further developing their sculptural skills.  Their main objective is to create an 18-20 piece quality portfolio, which will be used to help in the development of the Breadth portion of the AP Ceramics next year.  

Seniors: Seniors entering the AP Ceramics class should have taken Advanced Ceramics the previous year, which aided to the development of their Breadth section.  Seniors during their 1st quarter will focus on the completion of their breadth alongside brainstorming and completing their Concentration proposal.  By the 2nd quarter, the seniors who took Advanced Ceramics will have started working on their concentration.  Because the Advanced Ceramics class is a new addition to our school, a few senior students will be entering the AP Ceramics class without taking Advanced Ceramics.  There for, the schedule for them will be slightly different.  Students without the Advanced Ceramics class will be focusing on their Breadth portion during the 1st semester while brainstorming ideas for their Concentration Section of their AP.  At the start of the 2nd semester, student will be completed with their Breadth and will begin on their development of their Concentration section.  

Possible Breadth Projects (But not limited to):

· Domed Vessels

· Larger than life objects in nature

· Multi-media container

· Art period inspired vessel

· Slip-Caste bottles

· Lyrical plates

· Wall vases

· Constructed chairs using only wire tool

· Cups, bowls, plates and vases wheel thrown and altered by hand

· Animal Effigy

· Coil built body part (foot, hand, elbow, nose…)

· Body as landscape – Slab built

· Drapery over organic object

· 3 artist mash-up

· Tea pots with matching cups

· Spheres with texture using molds

· Pottery + Basket weaving, multi textural vessel

· 3 section cylinder emphasizing texture/negative space/contrast

· Relief sculpture mosaic.  

CONCENTRATION SECTION

Students will develop a body of work investigating a strong underlying visual idea in 3D Ceramics Design.  12 Slides/few details/10-12 total works have to be submitted for this section.  Students will focus on developing their concentration independently.  They will be continually mentored and monitored through critiques and self-assessment.  Each student will provide and present a proposal for their body of work, which is cohesive to a central theme.  

Each Student will present their proposal to the class with a few sketches and imaged to help fellow classmates understand their idea.  Some students might revise their approach or idea based on feedback.  This encourages the understanding that developing a concentration is an ongoing process that uses informed decision-making and critical thinking.  

Example of Concentration Projects:

· Series of bird houses

· Culturally inspired pots

· Thrown pieces with hand built additives made to look like facial features

· Series of portraits/busts sculptured from clay

· Series of vessels using clay and one other sculptural medium (wood, glass, metal, fibers, found objects…)

· Series of hanging, textured spheres

· Series of thrown vessels w/ landscape inspired glazes

· Series of things in nature affected by wind (Trees, flowers, grass, leaves, hair…)

QUALITY SECTION
Students choose from either their breadth of concentration sections.  5 actual works/10 slides/ two slides of each, which demonstrates mastery in concept, composition and execution.  The quality section contains the students’ best work and does not have to illustrate variety.


	ASSIGNMENT

	· Mastery of their skills is assessed in relevance to their ability to meet the AP Studio Art scoring guidelines for 3D Design. 

·  Mastery of creating a quality ceramic piece which shows evidence of:

· Creation of well rendered and refined piece

· Understanding of 3D space by making all sides visually pleasing

· Demonstrating a range of building techniques-coil, slab, pinch, thrown, casting…

· Glazing is thought out and planned

· Use of multiple glaze techniques- painted, dipped, poured, sprayed, sponged…

· Critiques: Both in class and individual critiques will be used as an ongoing assessment.  

· Artist Integrity: Every week I will show and slide or video presentation introducing a new ceramic artist with a particular style or technique used.  Students in the class will discuss possible solutions the artist used to create their piece.  Students understand that working from a photograph, published images and/or other artists’ works is a copyright violation.  Copyright issues are discussed with students early on and they understand the legal issues involved with working from someone’s published work.  If students use a photograph for a reference, they understand that their finished piece must move beyond copying and be transformed into an original 3D design.  


	YEAR AT A GLANCE

	Students will be required to have a 3 ring binder, which includes a folder, 3 slide sheets and 30-50 blank sheets of computer paper holes punched in.

· Students will document any and all research with in their binder

· Students will have 3-5 sketches, which includes planned glazes per project, which will be discussed with me before they begin the building process.

· After completion of each project, their work will be photographed, printed and inserted into appropriate slide sheet (Breadth, Concentration, Quality).  

Advanced Class – Breadth, beginning of concentration, midterm portfolio review

AP Class – Completion of concentration and Quality section, Final Portfolio review at the end of April or early May, all AP students will be part of our schools Senior Art Show which showcases all of the AP students accomplishments over the year.  Around this time, students will schedule a time to meet with me to we can review their portfolio and finalize and last minute decisions for all sections of their AP.  


	CLASS RESOURCES.

	Davis, Don. Wheel-Thrown Ceramics: Altering, Trimming, Adding, Finishing. Lark Books.  1998.

Fournier, Robert. Illustrated Dictionary of Practical Pottery.  Van Nostrand Reinhold Inc, 1992

Nelson, Glenn. Ceramics: A Potter’s Handbook.  Holt, Rinehart and Winston Inc, 1971


Triplett, Kathy. Handbuilt Ceramics: Pinching, Coiling, Extruding, Molding, Slip Casting, Slab Work. Lark Books, 1997. 

Zakin, Richard. Ceramics: Mastering the Craft.  Chilton Book Company, 1990.

500 Bowls: Contemporary Exploration of Timeless Design. Lark Books, 2003

500 Cups: Ceramic Exploration of Utility and Grace. Lark Books, 2005

500 Tea Pots: Contemporary Exploration of Timeless Design, Lark Books, 2002

Ceramic Monthly


